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1. Don’t overlook the name – Essentially, your name is the title of your resume, and it’s 
something that students often don’t put enough thought into. When potential employers 
finish looking at your resume, what’s the one thing you want them to remember? Your 
name. So you should make sure the way you present your name grabs their attention. 
Human beings are visual creatures, so your name should be attractive visually. Consider 
the size, font, style, and layout of the name. 
2. Make it big – You want your name to stand out, and size does matter. There’s no 
“correct” size when it comes to your font, but in many circumstances, a font size between 
24-36pts is not too large. Depending on your font style and layout, it’s possible to go 
larger as well. Just make sure your name doesn’t take up too much vertical space on the 
page. 
3. Make it interesting – Choose an interesting font, but it needs to be one that’s still readable 
(handwriting or cursive fonts can be problematic) and still professional. If you could 
imagine it being the logo font for an engineering company, bank, or law firm, you’re 
probably on the right track. It tends to be more visually appealing if it is bold and has a 
slight slant to it, and it shouldn’t be the same font you use for the body of the resume. 
4. Add some color – Using a colored font for your name and then using that same color to 
add accents to your resume (i.e., section titles, lines, etc.) will make your resume stand 
out. However, make sure the color you choose looks professional. Blues and greens tend 
to be the safest choices. 
 
